Surgical treatment of colorectal cancer liver metastases.
Treatment strategies for patients with stage IV colorectal cancer have changed markedly in the last decade. Patients with colorectal cancer metastases to the liver have always been a fascinating group to consider biologically and for local-regional treatment strategies. In the late 1980s through the 1990s, resection was performed for a select subset of patients who had resectable disease. However, a high proportion of patients had bilobar unresectable disease and were treated with either 5-fluorouracil-based systemic chemotherapy or implanted hepatic arterial infusion pumps. The advent of the new millennium was associated with the availability of several new cytotoxic and biologic agents active in colorectal cancer. These agents have completely changed the approach to the treatment of patients with colorectal cancer liver metastases and thus have increased the complexity of the decision-making process for treatment of these patients.